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Cowboy Up! 
The Folklore Preserve was buzzing with 

activity the second week of July, as 27 

lively kids showed up Monday through 

Thursday for ñCowboy Up!ò camp, to learn 

the ways of a cowboyôs life. Karen Red-

wine , the program coordinator at the Pre-

serve had this to say after it was all over, 

ñThese kids could not have been better, 

they were all so interested in their Western 

history and heritage, I am just amazed.ò  

The kids ranged in age from eight to twelve 

years old, and came from as far as Tucson 

and Bisbee to attend ñCowboy Up!ò Some 

fast friendships were formed, and buddies 

lunching together under the huge syca-

mores were relaxed and happy as they 

enjoyed the beautiful location, especially 

the rushing creek as it tumbled through the 

trees. 

It was easy in this location to illustrate how 

important watering holes were for long cat-

tle drives. With tall trees providing shade 

from the noonday sun, a cowboy was 

happy to dismount and enjoy ñchuckò be-

fore saddling up again and moving the dog-

gies along the trail. Chuck time at Cowboy 

Camp came right before roping practice 

each day. The little buckaroos all took turns 

building loops and tossing them over prac-

tice steer heads firmly fixed into straw 

bales in the big parking lot.  
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A lot of yeehaws and yahoos were heard as 
the kids caught their steer, or maybe one of 
their fellow campers. Volunteers Amy Smith 
and Levi Holl were enthusiastic coaches and 
declared a number of campers to be top 
hands  in the big lot rodeo.  More than one 
camper expressed a desire to rope the real 
thing someday, so Moms and Dads, get 
ready to rodeo! 
 

For those with a desire to learn more about 

cowboy cooking, there was an opportunity to 

churn butter, make and eat sourdough bis-

cuits, sample jerky from a local ranch and 

cook beans in a solar oven, which simulated 

a campfire!  When questioned as to what was 

their favorite part of Cowboy camp, a lot of 

the kids simply replied, ñchuck.ò (Cont. to p.2) 

Photos by Karen Redwine 
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ñChuckò of 
course is 
cowboy lingo 
for food, or 
eating, and 
they did enjoy 
every morsel 
and actually 
begged for 
more.  The 
kids also got 
to hear stories 

about the old chuck wagon cook, and how cranky he could be.  
ñNever argue with a skunk, a mule or a cook,ò is a famous 
statement regarding the typical temperament of the cook on 
the range.  
 
Bud Strom, a local rancher and teacher of cowboy poetry, 
came each day with a lesson for the kids.  Itôs hard to say who 
enjoyed it more, Bud, or the buckaroos, they all had so much 
fun.  One thing for certain, Mr. Bud is a huge favorite and will 
be welcomed back anytime. 
 
The kids also had opportunities to learn leathercraft, as volun-
teer Marc Rea showed each camper how to stamp a leather 
tag with their choice of designs. Gary Gruenhagen made an 

excellent Cochise County history game show for the kids to play, 
and all this along with stories and song, the week went by quickly.  
A tour of the Moffett house generated appreciation for the small 
quarters a family could occupy if necessary, especially a family with 
no TV, computer or many large appliances.  The compact house 
really gave the kids an appreciation for their modern homes.   

 

ñCowboy Up!ò will be offered again in October during fall break, for 

the many kids who missed out on the first go round.  ñItôs only going 

to get better,ò says Redwine, who also plans to do a similar camp for 

adults, since many of the parents and grandparents of the campers 

expressed a desire for a camp of their own.   

 
 

Show Schedules 

Sat. and Sun. August 23 & 24   Dolan Ellis, Arizonaôs Official State Balladeer                          

             presenting ñThe Arizona Wayò 

Sat. and Sun. August 30 & 31   The Desert Sons (Buck Ryberg, Benny Young, and Skelly Boyd) 

Sat. and Sun. September 6 & 7   Award Winning Singer/Songwriter Kip Calahan 

Sat. and Sun. September 13 & 14  Guitar Virtuoso Michael Grande 

Sat. and Sun. September 20 & 21  Singer/Songwriter Keeter Stuart 

Sat. and Sun. September 27 & 28  Arizona Folksinger Sue Harris       

 

More info on the schedule can be found here:  

http://www.arizonafolklore.com/events.htm 

 

Cowboy Up (cont. from p.1) 

Page 2 Arizona Folklore Preserve and yoU 

http://www.arizonafolklore.com/events.htm


August 30-31: The Desert Sons 
(http://www.arizonafolklore.com/
desert_sons.htm).   
 
The Desert Sons have been making 
beautiful Western music since 1989. 
They are headquartered in ñBaja, 
Arizona,ò as lead vocalist John 
(ñBuckò) Ryberg refers to Southeast-
ern Arizona in his original song, 
ñArizona Home.ò Other members are 
Skelly Boyd (lead guitar), Slim Tighe 
(upright bass), and Benny Young 
(fiddle). They are known and loved for 
their fine instrumentals and their in-
credible 3- and 4-part harmonies. 
They mix the familiar old songs such 
as ñTumbling Tumbleweedsò and 
ñCool Waterò with lesser-known but 
still great ones such as Marty Rob-
binsô prophetic 1959 tune lamenting 
the population explosion, ñMan Walks 
Among Us,ò and the Ian Tyson tribute 
to painter Charles Russell, ñThe Gift.ò 
They have made many AFP appear-
ances and collect new fans with each 
visit. 
 
September 6-7: Kip Calahan
(www.kipcalahan.com)     
 
Kip Calahan always brings a high 
level of energy to the AFP stage. Her 
beautiful voice has a strength and 
clarity that is unique, and her original 
Western songs provide a glimpse into 
the real world of ñCowboys, Cowgirls, 
Roundups & Rodeos.ò Thatôs the title 
of her first CD of Western music, with 
most of the songs inspired by the 
historic Gray Ranch where she lived 
at the time. Kip has won numerous 
awards from the Western Music As-
sociation and the Academy of West-
ern Artists, including the WMAôs 
ñSong of the Yearò award in 2004 for 
ñWhat Cowboy Means,ò a track from 
that first CD, and the AWAôs "Will 
Rogers Cowboy Award" for Best 

Western Album of the Year in 2005 
for her second Western CD, ñDust 
Devil Angel.ò Kip travels and performs 
throughout the West. 
 
September 13-14: Michael Grande 
http://www.arizonafolklore.com/
MichaelGRande.htm 
 
Michael Grande is a Cochise County 
treasure. We are lucky to have this 
incredibly talented guitarist, who is 
also a fine singer and songwriter, in 
our midst, living with his Diane and 
raising champion Arabian horses 
near Tombstone. Michaelôs guitar 
work is unique and indescribably 
beautiful. Sierra Vista Herald reviewer 
Richard Zoller has declared him to be 
the ñWorldôs Most Exciting Guitar 
Player.ò Michael typically opens his 
concerts with an instrumental num-
ber, making those seeing him for the 
first time wonder how he does it. His 
regular fans just sit back and enjoy. 
Michaelôs repertoire includes some 
very good vocal songs he has written. 
A couple of AFP favorites are 
ñQuartzsiteò or ñDancinô in the Desert 
Tonight,ò the story of retirees from the 
north who make their annual winter 
trek to Arizonaôs far west in their RVs; 
and ñThis Guitar Itôs for Sale,ò a very 
clever song that personifies his guitar. 

 
September 20-21 Keeter Stuart 
(http://www.keeterstuart.com) 

Keeter Stuart will make his debut 
appearance at the Arizona Folklore 
Preserve on September 20 and 21. 
His program will include tracks from 
his latest CD, òGhost Riders, Search-
ers, and Cowpokes.ò The CD is a 
tribute to his famous uncle, Stan 
Jones, who wrote the classic Western 
song, ñGhost Riders in the Sky.ò   

Artist Bios  
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Keeter has created new and interest-
ing arrangements of his uncleôs 
songs, while maintaining the integrity 
of the original compositions. Keeter 
Stuart is not a clone of his uncle; he 
has developed his own style through-
out his life, with influences from the 
places he has lived (including Mexico 
and Tahiti and various locations in the 
Pacific Northwest), He has opened 
for Emmylou Harris, Doc Watson, and 
others. Keeter is also a songwriter in 
his own right, and has another CD, 
ñJust,ò packed with his original music. 
 
September 27-28 Sue Harris    
(http://www.arizonafolklore.com/
sue.htm)  
 
Sue Harris is a Phoenix-based folk-
singer who finds joy in unique songs 
about the West, and whose audi-
ences find joy in her beautiful voice, 
charming stage presence, attractive 
costumes, and accomplished guitar 
playing. Her voice truly sets her apart 
from the rest; Dolan Ellis has de-
scribed it as ñflute-like.ò Sue likes to 
open her AFP shows with a Dean 
Cook song that describes why the 
Preserve needs to exist, ñThe Min-
strelôs Song.ò AFP fans have loved 
several songs in Sueôs repertoire for 
years, including ñKokopelliò and ñThe 
Quail Sisters.ò Sue keeps finding 
more great songs, and lately has 
been spending time in Canada during 
the summer, learning from her cow-
boy friends there. She often writes 
songs herself, such as ñFree Lunch,ò 
a ñcritter songò about the deer in 
Ramsey Canyon.  
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Arizona Folklore Preserve 
program coordinator Karen 
Redwine has been busy plan-
ning a number of activities for 
the upcoming Fall season.  
Along with the regularly 
scheduled weekend shows, 
Saturday and Sunday at 2:00,  
Karen would like to bring  
presentations, demonstrations 
and traditional family fun to 
Ramsey Canyon with some 
possibilities being:     
 
Reading  group or book 
club for adults 
These Is My Words  and  
Sarahôs Quilt  ,both by Nancy 
Turner, an Arizona author who 
writes very realistically about 
life at the turn of the 20th cen-
tury right here in Cochise 
County. 

 
Western Heritage/Folk life 4-
H Club.   
Activities could include old 
fashioned recipes, parlor 
games, cowboy poetry, rop-
ing, western movies and mu-
sic and many other activities 

designed to give insight to the 
youth of today to what it might 
have been like to be living one 
hundred years ago. 
 
Apple Festival.   
A chance for local apple grow-
ers to come and share their 
bounty, and for people to 
sample apples and home-
made apple treats.  Apple 
recipes, apple crafts and other 
apple related items may be 
available.   
 
Game Night 
Learning card games such as 
cribbage or poker, also domi-
noes and other table games 
which people could share, in a 
social and non gambling at-
mosphere. 
 
Quilting Demonstration 
Local quilting shops will be 
invited to come and show 
many types of quilts and also 
provide demonstrations of 
block making and other types 
of quilt craft. 
 

Bread and Soup Day 
A day long bread and soup 
making workshop to learn the 
basics of putting together a 
hearty meal, comprised of 
bread and soup.  Just in time 
for chilly weather!  
 
Garden Day 
Simple gardening , and what 
to do with the fruits of your 
labor. This could happen in 
conjunction with co-operative 
extension, as they are cer-
tainly the last word on home 
canning and preserving!  We 
also are inviting the Cochise 
County Master Gardeners to 
participate in this event. 
 
Fall Cowboy Camp 
A repeat of the successful 
summer cowboy camp, to be 
held during the fall school 
break in October.  Possibly a 
Cowboy Camp for adults as 
well, to address the expressed 
interest from a number of peo-
ple. 
 

 

Busy Fall Season Planned at Folklore Preserve  
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Arizona Folklore Preserve Apple Festival 

Celebrate Arizona Apples! 

September 20&21 

9-11 a.m. 

In beautiful  

Ramsey Canyon 

Sample unusual varieties of apples grown here in Arizona 

Taste old fashioned apple treats 

$5.00 per person 

Apples also available for sale 

Call Karen Redwine at the Arizona Folklore Preserve 378-6166 for more information 

Border Folk Art Craft Class 
Fun folk art for all ages to 
enjoy. 
 
Theme Breakfasts 
Harvest Breakfast 
Holiday Breakfast 
Valentine Breakfast 
Roundup Breakfast 
All would include a theme 
related presentation along 
with a buffet breakfast and 
theme/western/old time music.  

These programs will stimulate 

interest in the preservation of 

skills, knowledge and behav-

ior of the Arizona Heritage.  

To provide programs that will 

be interesting, informative and 

fun for both youth and adults 

is important as the preserva-

tion of culture and heritage is 

for all generations.  If you 

would be interested in any of 

these proposed activities, call 

Karen at 378-6166.  Volun-

teers will be needed for these 

events as well, so please let 

Karen know if you are inter-

ested in volunteering. 
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Book Discussion 

Group 
 

These is my words  
By Nancy Turner 

One book AZ author 

 
Three weekly sessions  

Wednesday October 1, 8, & 15 

3-5 or 7-9 p.m. 

At the Arizona Folklore Preserve 

For more information 

call Karen Redwine at 378-6166 

Groups limited to 10 participants  

$20/person refreshments will be served 

 

Presented by the University of Arizona 

South 

& the Arizona Folklore Preserve 
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A new season (and thatôs season 13!) starts off with a host of im-
provements in the AFP appearance.  The first thing anyone will 
notice upon arrival is the new asphalt on the drive down the hill 
from Ramsey Canyon Rd.  Itôs almost elegant in its stark simplicity.  
This beautiful blacktop is not only an aesthetic upgrade, but will in 
winter give patrons a better surface to enter and exit the facility.  A 
million thanks to Mike Rutherford for sending the men and equip-
ment to do this wonderful job! 
 
Kory McCaw and Amanda Webb from University of Arizona South 
Facilities Management have done some work on and around the 
grounds of AFP to improve the landscaping, which has made a 
difference in the overall appearance as well.  Working out in the hot 
summer sun to create a visually pleasing effect is not everyoneôs 
idea of fun, but as Amanda enthusiastically claims, ñYou couldnôt 
pry this job out of my hands if you tried!ò    
 
As you approach the Folklore facility you will recognize that there 
are some sturdy and attractive new benches on the deck.  The 
benches create a welcoming spot for early arrivals to sit and pass 
the time in the shade of the huge sycamore tree.  If we have an 
outdoor wedding on the deck, the benches provide seating for at 
least 25 people.  
  
Come inside and check out our new and very beautiful floor mats 
with the AFP logo on them.  They are lovely and in their pristine 
new condition, they are like little works of art, displayed for all to 
walk upon!   
 
The true wonder within however is the new lighting.  How many 
heads went together to devise this scheme, and then how many 
hands were involved in installing them, I cannot say, but each and 
every one of them deserves a big hand, and a word of gratitude as 
they are magnificent. 
 

If you have not been to a show in awhile you will also find some 

other additions, including a fine leather sofa in front of the fireplace, 

a beautiful dark wood piano for impromptu singalongs, a checker-

board all set up to play a game on a Sunday afternoon and many 

other homey touches that make AFP  the most comfortable get-

away youôll find, not to mention top notch entertainment.  Check 

out the schedule and make reservations early!   


