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Apple Festival at the AFP 
Raking leaves, back to school, pumpkins,   
apples, all signs of Autumn. Fall ushers in an 
almost holiday season feeling with the colorful 
display of changing leaves, scarecrows and fat 
orange pumpkins, shocks of corn stalks and 
crisp apples abounding all around the state. 
Here at the Arizona Folklore Preserve we held 
our ñfirst annualò Fall Apple Festival the week-
end of September 20&21.   
 
The Folklore Preserve took on a colorful 
change of appearance for the Festival, as   
garlands of red, orange and yellow leaves were 
displayed alongside bowls of juicy apples and 
tantalizing doughnuts and cider for young and 
old alike. There were apple pies, apple breads, 
apple cakes, apple crisps, crunches and     
cobblers, apple butter and apple sauce, all 
available for folks to taste and enjoy in the 
beautiful Folklore Facility. 
 

There were nearly a dozen varieties of apples 

from Beattyôs Orchard in Miller Canyon, about 2 

miles as the crow flies from AFP. We had 

McIntosh, Chieftain, Bertôs Special, Red and 

Gold Delicious and several other organically 

grown apples for sampling, but then individuals 

were instructed to take the drive to the orchard 

to purchase apples there. It is a beautiful ride 

up Miller Canyon to get to the orchard, and for 

anyone who has yet to try it, go now, itôs   

amazing. Bring a picnic lunch and enjoy a day 

away, while you gather some wonderful apples. 

The apple variety that we had the most       
comment on was one called Gravenstein. Many 
people recalled it from their childhood, particu-
larly those who had spent their youth in the 
East.  
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It is a smaller, very crisp, somewhat tart but also 
quite sweet apple, with a dark skin and a pearly 
white flesh. Perfect for eating out of hand, com-
pact enough for a child to finish and tasty enough 
to create lifelong memories of what an apple 
ñshouldò taste like, Gravenstein wins Miss Popu-
larity of the 2008 Fall Apple event.  
 
Along with all of the tasty apple treats there was 
also apple information, and apple recipes       
available to encourage participants to try apples in 
a new way at home.  Several recipes for crisps, 
cobblers and crunches disappeared from the info 
table, as folks declared, ñI have to make this, itôs 
sooo good!ò  Next year, weôd like to try an Apple 
Bake Off, so practice those recipes!  
 

The kids had fun with a new approach to bobbing 

for apples.  An apple was tied to a length of twine 

and suspended in a doorway.  The idea then was 

to bite the apple on the string and achieve      

success by sinking your teeth into its flesh. Easier 

said than done.   The most determined young man 

actually weakened the apple by letting it bang into 

his teeth enough times that finally he was able to 

secure a good chomp and became the winner.  
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The roping steer heads, set up in bales of straw out in the side 
lot were also a big draw with the youngsters and provided 
hours of entertainment for ropers and spectators alike. Lots of 
talent there, and a lot easier than trying to bite the apple off the 
string!  Volunteer Levi Holl provided instruction to the would be 
champions and declared them all top hands. 
 
The event ran from 9 ótil noon , at which time folks were wel-
come to picnic on the grounds, with the Moffett House lawn all 
readied for the Fall Festival, decked out with colorful leaves, 
bright flowers and a beautiful green rocking horse for the little 
ones to ride. Several families took advantage of the lovely 
weather to enjoy the huge sycamores  and relax while lunch-
ing in the shade. 
 

Thanks to a great crew of volunteers, the Fall Apple Festival 

was lots of fun, but if you missed the Festival, Apple Annies in 

Willcox hosts apple events throughout the month of October.  

Check them out, or as mentioned earlier, take a drive up to 

Beattyôs in Miller Canyon.  All over the state there are festivals 

taking place to celebrate the season. Get out there and enjoy 

the Fall weather and the bounty of produce available at this 

special time of the year. 

 

The bookstore 

here at the 

AFP under-

went a subtle 

yet dramatic 

transformation 

recently, with 

the acquisition 

of new shelv-

ing and a new 

display case.  

They are so welcome and actually so much more functional than 

the previous occupants of the space, itôs a joy to behold them in 

all their shiny white splendor.  This may seem like hyperbole, to 

the uninitiated, but those old gray shelves just had such a dreary 

vibe that the addition of the new ones is truly one of the best 

makeover stories ever.  Come on up and have a look if you   

havenôt been here for a while.  We have made many aesthetic        

improvements, including a leather couch, an antique carpet, and 

of course the piano.  ñHomeyò is the word heard most often to     

describe the overall effect.  If ñhomeyò is your cup of tea, the AFP 

is the place to be, to drink it. 

Show Schedules 
Sat. and Sun. October 4 & 5 Santa Cruz River Band                           

           Ted Ramirez, Mike Ronstadt, and Francisco Gonzalez  

Sat. and Sun. October 11 & 12 Dolan Ellis     

    Arizonaõs Official State Balladeer,   

    presenting òArizona Roundupó 

Sat. and Sun. October 18 & 19 Jim Jones and Sheriff Jim Wilson 

Sat. and Sun. October 25 & 26 Tim Weed 

Sat. and Sun. November 1 & 2 Closed for the Tombstone Western Music Festival 

 

More info on the schedule can be found here:  

http://www.arizonafolklore.com/events.htm 
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GIFT CERTIFICATES 
 

We have them. We have some 
printed in the $30 denomination, 
because that is the perfect amount 
to give to music lovers. That will 
admit two people to one of our con-
certs. We can also make a gift cer-
tificate for any amount you specify - 
just keep in mind that it's best to 
make them an amount that can be 
spent at a single concert. They can 
also be used to purchase CDs and 

other merchandise at the bookstore.  

Reservations are still required 
when using gift certificates for 
concerts. 

Bookstore Redefined 

http://www.arizonafolklore.com/events.htm


October 4-5: Santa Cruz River Band 

The Santa Cruz River Band is known for 
ñSouthwestern Folk,ò the special music of the 
Arizona / Sonora border region, played with 
various acoustic instruments, and sung in 
English and Spanish and occasionally a 
Native American language. Ted Ramirez, the 
groupôs founder, has a soulful singing voice 
that seems to echo his ancestry as an 8th-
generation Tucsonan. He was named Tucsonôs 

Official Troubadour in 2002 and an Arizona 

Culture Keeper in 2004, recognition for his 
contributions as singer, musician, and 

songwriter.  

Tedôs partner, Mike Ronstadt, a 3rd-
generation Tucsonan, is a member of the 
famous musical family that produced two 
generations of international stars. Mike has a 
captivating voice, is an outstanding 
instrumentalist, and has enviable capabilities 
as a songwriter. Mike writes about the border 

region he knows and loves.   

Francisco Gonzalez will join Ted and Mike 
this weekend. Like the core members of the 
band, he is a multi-instrumentalist, specializing 
in the Mexican harp. Francisco was a founding 
member of the beloved East Los Angeles 

group, Los Lobos.  

October 11-12: Dolan Ellis, Arizonaôs 
Official State Balladeer                  

Dolan Ellis is the AFPôs founder and artist-in-
residence. In the Preserveôs previous 12 
seasons, he performed at hundreds of the 
weekend concerts. Reducing his own 
appearances to just one weekend a month, 
while guest artists perform other weekends, is 
an important element of the realization of his 
dream for a place ñwhere Arizonaôs songs, 
legends, poetry, and mythsò could be 

presented and preserved.  

The maturity of the AFP comes at an 
opportune time, as Dolanôs personal calendar 
is now filled with nationwide appearances with 
The New Christy Minstrels® and his solo 
concerts around the state. Dolan was an 
original member of the Christies in the early 
1960s, and is now completing a 10-state tour 

with them that began in late August.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This weekend, Dolan will present a program 
he calls ñArizona Roundup,ò with songs 
about cowboys and cowgirls, ranching and 
rodeo. Dolanôs beautiful baritone voice, 
melodic 12-string guitar, and engaging stage 
presence, combined with the large-screen 
photography he uses to illustrate his songs, 

create a memorable multimedia event.  

October 18-19: Jim Jones & Sheriff Jim 
Wilson    

Jim Jones is a native Texan who moved to 
New Mexico in 1991 and found himself drawn 
more and more away from country music to 
the Western music that is so close to his heart. 
He started writing songs about the American 
West in 2002 and subsequently has been 
among the top nominees for several major 
awards. He heads a non-profit organization 
called ñValues through Musicò to give 

adolescents alternatives to a life of violence.  
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Sheriff Jim Wilson still resides in his native 
Texas. His title comes from a long career as a 
lawman, the last eight years of which he served 
as Sheriff of Crockett County. His music takes 
him around the West, where he performs at 
festivals, house concerts, and ranch barbeques. 
He was a board member of the Western Music 
Association (WMA) for several years and 
served as Vice President of the organization. 
His album, ñBorder Bravo,ò was named Best 

Traditional Album by the WMA in 2003.  

Jones and Wilson often perform as a duo, while 

they continue to pursue their solo careers. 

October 26-27:  Tim Weed                

Tim Weed is among the very best of banjo 
players, and is coming to the AFP on the heels 
of his appearance as a headliner at the first 
California Banjo Gathering. Their billing of Tim 
declares: ñConcert performer, studio musician, 
composer and on the cutting edge of the banjo 
art, pushing the envelope.ò Heôll be teaching 
composition, the banjo and technology, and 
ñBeyond Banjoò at that gathering which will 
include Pete Seeger via video conference and 
Peteôs sister Peggy and brother Mike as co-
headliners.  

 

 

 

 

 

 ̀

 

 

Tim is best known for his original classical 
banjo compositions, and he always includes 
one or two of them at his AFP appearances. His 
CD of that music, ñMilagros,ò has received 
significant air play and recognition on NPR. 

Lest anyone think the manôs genius is limited to 
banjo, however, we should quickly add that he 
is a ñversatile virtuoso,ò who also plays guitar 
and mandolin at the world-class level, and sings 
beautifully, with a unique high tenor voice. He 
composes and plays music in a wide variety of 
genres. A Tim Weed concert is always a 
wonderful musical adventure.  
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