
 

In the news: 

Folklore 

Chili Cookoff 

Turkeys 

What Does Folklore Mean to You?   

Since coming to work here at the Arizona 
Folklore Preserve Iôve been asked a num-
ber of times, ñjust what is it that you are 
preserving there?ò  And each time I answer 
that question my reply is a little bit different, 
depending on whoôs asking, depending on 
my current project, or depending on the 
time I have to answer.  Because indeed, 
the subject of folklore is loosely defined 
even among the experts. 
 
About.com has this definition: 
Definition: The traditional beliefs, prac-
tices, customs, stories, jokes, songs (etc.) 
of a people, handed down orally or behav-
iorally from individual to individual. 
Also Known As: folklife, folkways 
Examples: Unlike literature, the folklore of 
a society is rarely written down or pub-
lished except by those who collect and 
study it. 
 
Thus, what we preserve here is an essence 
of who we are, and the many trails that led 
us to this place in time.   Families and com-
munities, localities and economies, these 
and many other factors shape our folk heri-
tage.  It is our hope to collect stories and 
jokes and songs from all parts of Arizona, 
as well as to recognize customs and beliefs 
that prevail across the Grand Canyon 
State. 
 
There are also folksy behaviors which are 
not strictly Arizona centered, but do come 
from the heart of the people across this 
nation, and these too, we promote and 
proudly claim as our own.         
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Performance Reservations:  

Call:  520-378-6165  

reservations@arizonafolklore.com 

New subscription:  

subscribe@arizonafolklore.com 

Unsubscribe:  

unsubscribe@arizonafolklore.com 

Mailing Address:   

Arizona Folklore Preserve  

PO BOX 235 

Sierra Vista, AZ 85636 

All other inquiries call: 

520-378-6166 

www.arizonafolklore.com 

www.dolanellis.net 

Our recent Apple Festival was one example 
of this type of folk-friendly event.   Cowboy 
Camp last summer was another.   Our week-
end shows certainly are a way to tap into folk 
culture and are enormously entertaining at 
the same time.   
 
Fact is, what we preserve here is a dream.  
Your dream and mine.  No matter where the 
economy goes or what the politicians say, we 
have the blue sky, the creek, and the giant 
sycamore to remind us that all we really can 
pass along to the coming generations is a 
dream of a good life, with a rich heritage and 
a history of strong people who have passed 
this dream on to us. 

Come see us, and be part of that dream.   

Or send an e-mail to us at : 

folklore@email.arizona.edu  and tell us a 

story about you.  
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HAPPY  

THANKSGIVING!  
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Recently our neighbors Judy and Harry from Ramsey Canyon Cab-

ins sponsored a chili cook off, in their front meadow.  There were 9 

entries, all different and all delicious.  Did you ever notice that chili is 

one of those foods that almost defies definition?  It can have beans 

or be totally bean free.  Ground beef or chunks of beef, or pork or 

even chicken.  Tomatoes or not, green chili or not, adobo peppers 

habanero peppers or ñmildò  bell peppers and chili powder providing 

the punch.  Just a few of the variations possible. 

Just like a culture or a community reflects the individuals who com-

prise it, each bowl of chili I sampled was as distinctly different as the 

person who created it. Thus, the chili cook off became a microcosm 

of society as we enjoyed the fellowship of a diverse group of friendly 

folks, all coming together to indulge their love of ñdamn good chili,ò 

and to compete against one another for prizes in several categories.   

The hottest won a prize, as did the tastiest, the best overall, and the 

most unusual.  So at the end of the day all were full and happy de-

spite a rain storm and mild heartburn, we left promising to be back 

next year, bigger, better and in some cases even spicier!  

  

 

As Thanksgiving approaches it seems that the number of wild turkeys 
around here has  tripled at least.  Where I used to see a group of three 
or four, I now am encountering nine or a dozen at once.  Which set me 
to wondering if the turkey has an innate sense, or some inner calendar 
that alerts him of the Thanksgiving holiday or if they have migrated to 
this spot forever.   
They are protected here at the Preserve and watching the turkeys preen 
themselves, and spread their fans, it is obvious they have not a care in 
the world.  Or do they?  
The answer to my question will be evident if after the holiday the num-
bers diminish again as the birds feel free to enlarge their range once 
more.  Iôll be watching this and will keep you posted.   For now I am en-
joying the large flock that frequents the parking lot at AFP.  
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Show Schedules 
Sat. and Sun.  November  1&2 Closed in Support  of the 

    Tombstone Western  

       Music Festival  

Sat. and Sun. November 8&9 Dolan Ellis Arizonaõs Balladeer  

    Presenting òAutumn in Arizonaó  

  

Sat. and Sun. November 15&16 Juni Fisher and Patty Clayton 

Sat. and Sun. November 22&23 Tony Norris 

Sat. and Sun. November 29&30 Dolan Ellis  Arizonaõs State Balladeer                                  

    Presenting òThanksgiving Celebrationó 

More info on the schedule can be found here:  

http://www.arizonafolklore.com/events.htm 

 Ramsey Cabins Chili Cook Off 
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  GIFT CERTIFICATES 
 

We can make a gift certificate for 
any amount you specify - just keep 
in mind that it's best to make one for 
an amount that can be spent at a 
single concert.   A $30.00 gift certifi-
cate will admit two people to one 
show.  They can also be used to 
purchase CDs and other merchan-
dise at the bookstore.  When making 
your holiday shopping list be sure to 

include gift certificates from AFP!  

Reservations are 
required when us-
ing gift certificates 
for  shows. 
 

            Do Turkeys Know? 

http://www.arizonafolklore.com/events.htm


 

 

 

    

 
 
 

Dolan Ellis, Arizonaôs Official State Bal-
ladeer and Founder and Artist-in-
Residence of the AFP, will perform on 
both the first and last weekends of this 
month. Dolan is also an original, and cur-
rent, member of the New Christy Min-
strels®. From his time with them in the 
early 1960s, he has a Grammy and multi-
ple gold records, as well as memories of 
appearances at Carnegie Hall and other 
great venues, and 39 consecutive appear-
ances on the nationally televised Andy 
Williams Show. These days, the group is 
actively touring again, covering a dozen 

states in the past two months. 

Dolan is known for his powerful but often 
gentle baritone voice, his melodic 12-
string guitar, his storytelling and humor, 
and his large-screen photography that 
makes his story-songs come to life. His 
many awards include induction into the 

Arizona Tourism Hall of Fame. 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

November 8-9: Dolan Ellis, Arizonaôs 
Official State Balladeer 

Dolanôs theme this weekend is ñAutumn 
in Arizona.ò His unique arrangement of 
ñAutumn Leavesò as a medley with 
ñCaliforniaô Dreaminôò and complete with 
photography, sets the theme for the con-

cert.  

Other songs in the program will include 
ñSummer is Overò and ñThe Old Home-

stead.ò  

November 15-16: Juni Fisher and Patty 
Clayton 

 Juni Fisher grew up in the San Joaquin 
Valley, actively participating in 4H and 
FFA and developing skills that led to her 
renown as a horse trainer. She also was 
active as a singer from an early age, and 
has combined these two interests to cre-
ate a very successful career as a Western 
singer/songwriter. Juni is known for her 
story-songs, including those in her latest 
CD, ñGone for Colorado,ò in which she 
tells the story of her grandfather and his 
migration from Missouri to Colorado to be 

a cowboy instead of a farmer.  

Patty Clayton grew up in a ranching fam-
ily in the Pacific Northwest where she 
learned to appreciate the cowboy (and 
cowgirl) way of life. She now lives in Colo-
rado but spends much of her time on the 
road. Patty just returned from a two-month 
tour in Hawaii, a place she visits often and 
where the cowboys are called paniolo. 
You may hear a Hawaiian influence in her 
music, and you can bet that Pattyôs beau-
tiful music is appreciated in Hawaii. She 

has also recorded several wonderful CDs.  

Both of these cowgirls are award-winning 
singer-songwriters who usually perform 
solo, and who are teaming up for this 

weekend to give AFP fans a special treat. 

  

  

  

About the Artists by Bonnie Brock 
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Left: Juni Fisher (photo courtesy of Juni Fisher) 
Right: Patty Clayton (photo courtesy of Patty Clayton) 

Photo by Michael Collier 

November 22-23: Tony Norris  

Tony Norris is a great storyteller and 
singer whose early influences include the 
music of Texas (where he grew up as the 
nephew of two original members of Bob 
Willsô Texas Playboys) and the 
Appalachian culture of West Virginia. He 
has lived in Flagstaff, Arizona, since 1982, 
where he is well known and respected for 
his work in radio and as a musician, 
cowboy poet, storyteller, writer, lecturer, 

publisher, and photographer. 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
Tony has a charming and disarming stage 
presence, giving audience members the 
feeling they are listening to a favorite 
uncleðwho happens to be incredibly 
talented. 
  
November 29-30: Dolan Ellis, Arizonaôs 
Official State Balladeer 

Dolanôs theme on this holiday weekend is 
ñThanksgiving Celebration.ò Itôs a great 
opportunity to relax after ñTurkey Dayò and 
prior to the really hectic holiday season. 
But to set the mood for that season, Dolan 
just might sing one of his original 
Christmas songs or ñChristmas Trail,ò 
from a poem written around 1908 by 
Charles Badger Clark. Despite its title, it 
seems just as appropriate at Thanksgiving 
because it is about a cowboy who returns 
to his family after a year on the trail. 

Dolanôs program this weekend will also 
include several other songs that evoke 
thoughts of home and familyðsongs such 
as ñKeeper of the Townò and ñThe Old 
Homestead.ò  

http://www.tonynorris.com
http://www.dolanellis.net/
http://www.dolanellis.net/
http://www.junifisher.net
http://www.pattyclayton.com
http://www.pattyclayton.com

