
In The News: 

COWBOY POETRY! 

Get Your Cowboy On ! 
Happy New Year to all y ’all, as they say in the 

friendly state of Texas!   Now that the ginger-

bread men are all gone and the resolutions are 

made, we’ve been busy here at AFP taking 

down  the holiday décor and revving up for The 

Cowboy Poetry Gathering, coming to Sierra 

Vista in February. 

Visit the Gathering website online at 

www.cowboypoets.com to learn more about this 

event.  You can be sure that you will see a lot of 

us at the Gathering,  as we look forward to it all 

year long.  There are so many top notch West-

ern acts on stage at the Buena Performing Arts 

Center during the Gathering that  it’s almost 

unbelievable. If you’ve never been to the Gath-

ering, this may be your year to check it out.  

The theme this year is “Territorial Ranches-

Settling the Arizona Territory”.  For history buffs 

and music fans alike, it is sure to be a crowd 

pleaser. 

Here at AFP we have many activities which 

highlight Western living, some for the kids, 

some for the older folks but all of them with a 

real appreciation for the culture of the Territorial 

Ranches. 

One example of that was our Cowboy Up! camp 

for the kids, which we held last summer.  The 

picture to the right is volunteer Marc Rea dem-

onstrating the art of leather tooling for an atten-

tive group of campers.  The kids were allowed 

to stamp a leather bookmark which they took 

home as a memento of their camp experience.  
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They also had a chance to learn about calf rop-
ing, chuckwagon cooking, and lots of other old 
time skills.  The overall favorite were the Cowboy 
Poetry sessions with Bud Strom, himself a cow-
boy poet of some renown. 
 
Coming in the spring we will be hosting another  
kids Cowboy Camp, perhaps a day long session 
for adults as well, some 4-H workshops and a 
fun event called “Quilt ’Til You Wilt”, for all ages.  
We are definitely interested in preserving the old 
ways and providing a lovely location for these 
skills to be taught to those who would like to 
learn them. 
 
Ideas for possible classes or workshops are 
always welcome.  Contact Karen  Redwine at  
folklore@email.arizona.edu or call  
520-378-6166 to make a suggestion.  

Photo by Karen Redwine 
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Happy 2009! Remember, our busiest 
time of year is here, so don’t wait to 
call 520-378-6165 or send an email to 
make your reservations. 

Also, be sure to read on the following 
page about our role in the Cochise 
Cowboy Poetry & Music Gathering. 
Friday, February 6th will be a full day 
of music and poetry and fun. 

NOTE: òWMAó stands for òWestern Music 

Associationó and òAWAó is òAcademy of 

Western Artists.ó 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Walt and Paula, co-founders of Trails 
& Rails, are past winners of the MA’s 
Duo Harmony Award. The group and 
its individual members were nomi-
nated for WMA awards in five catego-
ries in 2008. As their name suggests, 
they specialize in music about cow-
boys and trains.  

All members of this San Diego-based 
group sing.. Walt plays banjo, guitar, 
and mandolin, and is well known as a 
teacher of those Instruments. Paula 
plays guitar, Ken plays autoharp and 
guitar, and Bruce, the songwriter of 
the group, plays upright bass.  
 

 

 

Journey West earned the WMA Trio Har-
mony award in 2008. Audrey usually sings 
lead, and Dawn and Gale provide middle 
and low harmonies, respectively. Ken, a 
multi-instrumentalist, also sings. 

They mix the nostalgic music of the singing 
cowboy era with the great songs being 
written today. Listen for classics like 
“Tumbling Tumbleweeds” and “Along the 
Navajo Trail,ò and also enjoy contemporary 
songs such as Joyce Woodson’s “If I Had-
nôt Seen the West.” 

 

 

 

 

Hans Olson is a real treasure of the blues 
music world, an artist who traveled exten-
sively before settling down in Phoenix where 
his loyal fan base follows him to venues all 
around the metropolitan area. A member of 
the Arizona Blues Hall of Fame, Hans also 
has a following throughout the state.  

Juni Fisher is pictured above with the latest 
of her many awards, the 2008 Songwriter of 
the Year Award from the WMA. She has also 
been recognized with awards for her vocals 
and her overall performance. 

The “Songwriter of the Year” award is no sur-
prise. Juni has recorded four CDs, each con-
sisting almost entirely of her original music, 
and each earning critical acclaim. Hers are 
story-songs and imaginative sequels to clas-
sics. She has recorded with Ranger Doug of 
Riders in the Sky and Joe Hannah of the Sons 
of the San Joaquin, and has opened for Ian 
Tyson.  

(Continued on page 3) 

Jan. 3-4: Trails & Rails  

Jan. 10-11: Journey West  

Jan. 17-18: Hans Olson 

Jan. 24-25: Juni Fisher  

 
Photo courtesy of Trails & Rails 

Bottom row (L-R): Walt Richards, Paula Strong 
Top row (L-R): Ken Wilcox, Bruce Huntington 

About the Artists  by Bonnie Brock  

Courtesy of Hans Olson 

Photo © Lori Faith Merritt 
www.photographybyfaith.com 

Photo courtesy of Journey West 
L-R: Gale Rogers, Dawn Pett, Audrey 

McLaughlin (seated is Ken Bucy) 

Hans is known for his great original 
songs, more than 70 of which he 
has recorded, and his outstanding 
vocal and guitar work. He is also 
considered to be one of the world’s 
best “Harp-in-a-Rack” blues musi-
cians. 
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Dolan Ellis, the AFP’s founder and artist-
in-residence, returns to the stage this 
month with a brand-new theme celebrat-
ing his heroes, some famous and others 
known mostly to Dolan and his fans. 

You can expect to hear his latest “hero 
song,” “Sheriff Joe” (the world’s toughest 
sheriff), and about heroes as diverse as 
Geronimo, General Crook, Frank Murphy, 
and Alice Greenough 

(Continued from page 2) 

Jan. 31-Feb 1: Dolan Ellis  
Arizonaôs Folklore Balladeer 
ñMy Arizona Heroesò 

In 1997, in the first February of our existence. we worked with John Shaver and 
Bud Strom, Co-Chairs of the Cochise Cowboy Poetry & Music Gathering, to set 
up a day of Western song and poetry to kick off the biggest musical weekend in 
Cochise County. Through 2001, we crowded 30 people in the little Moffett 
House living room.  

This annual event is still going strong, with a few changes. The ñNew Folklore 
Centerò accommodates twice as many people, almost all guests stay for the 
entire day, and we offer an optional box lunch (weôll ask about that when you 
make your reservations). 

 
This yearôs stars are Peggy Malone, Doris Daley, Joyce Woodson, and Prickly 
Pair.   

Peggy Malone , ñThe Little Girl with the Big Voice,ò will kick things off at 10 AM 
with her high-energy program, sure to wake up the audience and get them in a 
great mood (no coffee required). Her awards include an Emmy for her original 
ñSinginô a Cowboy Songò that was included in the PBS Special ñA Night at the 
Rodeo.ò (Photo É Lori Faith Merritt, www.photographybyfaith.com) 

Keeping up that high energy at 11:15 will be Doris Daley , a Canadian cowboy 
poet who is making her first trip to Sierra Vista. Waddie Mitchell says about 
Doris: ñIf cowboy poetry was fresh milk, and the cream rises to the top, then 
Doris Daley would be very rich and very fattening.ò 

Photo by Bonnie Brock 

L-R: Peggy Malone, Doris Daley, Joyce Woodson, Prickly Pair.  

At 12:45 (after the lunch break), Joyce Woodson  of California will take the stage. Joyce just won two big awards in 
2008: WMA Song of the Year and AWA West Female Performer of the Year. Not only is Joyce a great songwriter, she 
has an unusually beautiful voice and plays a fabulous guitar. 
Prickly Pair will be on stage at 2:00 PM.  Les and Locke Hamilton are Wyoming natives whose families settled there 
before the turn of the 20

th
 century. Cowboy Balladeer, The third member of the group is upright bass player Norman 

Winter. Don Edwards, wrote about them: ñéTheir Celtic and Appalachian influence mixed with a deep love and re-
spect for tradition and their Wyoming heritage, capture the heart and soul of what the music of the American West is 
all aboutéò  

Coming Friday, February 6
th

: The AFP Gathering  

http://www.dolanellis.net/
http://www.cowboypoets.com/
http://www.cowboypoetry.com/peggymalone.htm
http://www.peggymalone.com/
http://www.joycewoodson.com/
http://www.thepricklypair.com/
http://www.thepricklypair.com/


Sat. and Sun. Jan 10&11  Journey West 

Sat.. And Sun. Jan 17&18  Hans Olson 

Sat. and Sun. Jan 24&25  Juni Fisher 

Sat Jan 31 and Sun.  Feb 1 Dolan Ellis 

Sat. and Sun.  February 7&8 Closed for the Gathering 

Sat. and Sun. February  14&15   Dolan Ellis  

Sat. and Sun. February 21&22 Jim Jones    

Sat. Feb. 28 and Sun March 1 Way Out West  

Sat. and Sun. March  7&8  Sid Hausman 

More info on the schedule can be found here:  

http://www.arizonafolklore.com/events.htm 

We do enjoy the winter visitors who bring an exotic flair  to our rustic locale.  Com-
ing from cold places like Minnesota or Montana,  their stories of snow and tempera-
tures in the single digits remind us of why we love to live in sunny Arizona.  No snow 
shovels or ice scrapers for us!  But then again, no sleds or ice skates either.  And 
for those of us who have childhood memories of an afternoon sledding or skating on 
a frozen pond, well they were precious moments.  The cocoa by the bonfire after a 
spin around  the rink with the apple of your eye, or building a snowman  in the front 
yard of your house.  Sure, that was fun, but it’s an easy enough drive up Carr Can-
yon or  up to the top of Mt. Lemmon from here, where there’s snow  enough to sat-
isfy the longing, and then you can come back down, to the mild winter we all love!   

             WINTER VISITORS  

We encourage a wide variety of uses for the lovely 

Folklore Facility, including weddings, birthdays, meet-

ings and even memorial services .  This is truly a 

unique location for any special event, and certainly the 

spot to make any event memorable!   Contact  me 

online at folklore@email.arizona.edu  or call  Karen 

Redwine  at 378-6166 for more information. 
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  GIFT CERTIFICATES 
 

We can make a gift certificate for any 
amount you specify - just keep in mind 
that it's best to make one for an amount 
that can be spent at a single concert.   A 
$30.00 gift certificate will admit two peo-
ple to one show.  They can also be used 
to purchase CDs and other merchandise 
at the bookstore.  When making your 
holiday shopping list be sure to include 

gift certificates from AFP!  

Sometime in late January  it’ll be time to give the place a thorough clean-

ing to get  all ready for our annual     “Gathering Day” which will be Friday, 

February 6 .  If you’d like to be a part of this fun and friendly clean up give 

us a call at 520-378-6166 or email  folklore@email.arizona.edu  

Gathering day will be a lively time with several performers, and we will 

need a crew of volunteers for that day as well. 

Musical talent is sought to perform at parties, meetings and other get-  

togethers.  If you’d like to join our list of volunteer performers, contact 

Karen at AFP.  378-6166 or folklore@email.arizona.edu 

   VOLUNTEER NEEDS  

 

Whereõs  

The snow?  

SCHEDULE OF UPCOMING PERFORMANCES  
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